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therefore, for tlie most part, ratter endeavour to sliow,
that they have as much right to the religious argu-
ment as their opponents, and that if the course they
recommend seems to conflict with some part of the
ways of Providence, there is some other part with
which it agrees better than what is contended for on
the other side.     In this mode of dealing with the
great a priori fallacies, the progress of improvement
clears away particular errors while the causes of errors
are still left standing, and very little weakened  by
each  conflict:   yet by a long series of such partial
victories precedents   are accumulated, to which   an
appeal  may  be made  against these  powerful  pre-
possessions, and which afford a growing hope that the
misplaced  feeling, after  having so  often learnt  to
recede, may some day be compelled to an unconditional
surrender.     Tor  however  offensive "the  proposition
may appear to many religious persons, they should be
willing to look in the face the undeniable fact, that
the order of nature, in so far as unmodified by man,
is such as no being, whose attributes are justice and
benevolence, would  have  made, with the  intention
that  his  rational  creatures  should follow it  as an,
example.    If made wholly by such, a Being, and not
partly by beings of very different qualities, it could
only be as a designedly imperfect work, which man,
in his limited sphere, is to exercise justice and bene-
volence in amending.    The best persons have always